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ally, after according sanction to celebrate the festival,
the inspired man lifts up his hand and points at some
one whose conduct towards the community might not
have been acceptable to them in the previous year.
With some reluctance, the man pointed out seeks the
forgiveness of the inspired man, and is assured of it on
his promising to sacrifice a sheep or a fowl. After
permission to celebrate the festival is granted, the
people .present proceed with the celebration/'1
" Some years ago, it is said, a horse grazing close
by the spot where the goddess had been invoked, got
terrified by the noise of the drums, etc., and, after
galloping round the temple thrice, stopped in front of
the entrance. The villagers attributed the horse's
action to the inspiration of the goddess."3
On the day of the car procession, which takes place on
the second day of the festival, " a well-formed bronze
image of the idol is placed in a car immediately after
the usual abishegam ceremony, and the car is dragged
through the several streets of a village by all the villagers.
The pujari and the others who wore the kapu  on
the first day will continue to appear in yellow garments
and take active parts in the car procession.   The car will
generally be preceded by drums and  trumpets.    In
front of the car, one of the villagers who has special
pretensions to religious fervour carries the karagam on
his head, and entertains the people by vigorous move-
ments to and fro without allowing the karagam to fall,
His dress on such occasions consists of loose drawers,
which are prevented from slipping by a tape passing
round his waist.   Generally nowadays a sash is used to
keep it in position,   The abdomen of this dancer is left
open to public view. A piece of square cloth about a yard
in diameter protects his back.   The right hand holds a
long sword and the left hand either a lime or green leaves
in a piece of doth.  By pretending to let slip the karagam
and by maintaining it in its original place on his head
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